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David Holmes of Milton, Massachusetts
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David Holmes was a Scottish soldier taken prisoner at the Battle of Worcester 
in 1651. He arrived in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1652 on the John and Sarah.[1] 
He died in Milton, Suffolk County, Massachusetts, shortly before 2 November 
1666.[2]

David married in Dorchester, Suffolk County, on 28 April 1659, Joan or 
Jane ____.[3] She was born probably in England, probably about 1629.[4] She 
died in Dedham, Suffolk County, after 13 August 1691,[5] having married 
second John MacIntosh.[6]

The town of Milton was formed from Dorchester in 1662.[7] On 30 January 
1662, Robert Vose of Milton made a deed, selling eight acres of land to the 
inhabitants of Milton. David and his wife Jane then signed it on 18 May 1664, 
and eighteen inhabitants, including David “Himes” covenanted to use it to 
provide for the “Publique Ministry amongst vs.”[8]

On 20 October 1664, David Holmes, “Scottishman,” purchased 23 acres and 
two 10-acre lots, the latter two not yet laid out, in Milton from Jonathan and 
Mary Gatlive.[9] His name is spelled “Himes” in the index, created from the 
original land records, but “Holmes” in the published deeds. Records cited here 
show that there should be no doubt as to whether David Himes was the same 
man as David Holmes.

David’s will, his name written “Dauid Hombs,” names son David, two 
younger sons, and daughter Margaret, and refers to his wife (unnamed). 
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Administration was granted to his widow Jane on 15 November 1666, and the 
inventory is dated 2 November 1666.[10]

Six years later, on 8 April 1672, Thomas Holman and John Kenney testified 
that “beeing with Dauid Holmes in the Tyme of his sickness but beeing then of 
good vnderstanding,” David declared that he desired Elder Stephen Kingsley 
to take the land and pay Jonathan and Mary Gatliff for it. At the “Same tyme 
Jane the wife of the Said Dauid consented thereto.”[11]

Children of David and Jane/Joan (____) Holmes, recorded in Milton:[12]

	 i.	 David Holmes, b. 8 July 1660; d. Falmouth, York Co., Maine, ca. 21 Sept. 
1689.[13]

	 ii.	 John Holmes, b. 10 July 1661; d. Woodstock, Windham Co., Conn., 20 
June 1713 aged 53;[14] m. Woodstock 6 April 1690, Hannah Newell,[15] 
b. Roxbury, Suffolk Co., 4 Feb. 1670/1, daughter of Isaac2 (Abraham1) 
and Elizabeth (Curtis) Newell,[16] bp. First Church Roxbury, 19 Feb. 
1670/1,[17] d. Woodstock 9 May 1743 “in the 73d year of her age”[18] bur. 
Woodstock Hill Cemetery.[19]

“He was one of the original proprietors of Woodstock in 1686.”[20] On 
23 July 1713, Hannah Holmes of Woodstock, widow of John Holmes, 
housewright, was given letters of administration. The inventory, taken 
21 June 1713, included buildings, lands and carpenters’ tools. According 
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to the settlement on 8 February 1714/5, eldest son David Holmes was 
to pay £4 to each of his siblings: John, Ebenezer, and Isaac Holmes, 
Hannah Mason, Margaret, Elizabeth, and Experience Holmes. After the 
death of their mother, he was to pay each a further £17.[21] John Holmes’s 
daughter Hannah married Robert3 (Robert2–1) Mason.[22] 

	 iii.	 James Holmes, b. 14 Aug. 1663; d. Woodstock 18 Sept. 1743 “in his 81st 
year,”[23] m. “at Marlborough [Middlesex Co., Mass.], both of Worcester,” 
26 Jan. 1687/8, Jane Stephens.[24]

	 iv.	 Margaret Holmes, b. 28 April 1666; d. Stoughton, Suffolk Co., 7 July 
1744,[25] bur. Canton Corner Cemetery, Canton (now in Norfolk Co.), 
Mass.;[26] m. (1) Boston 12 Nov. 1702, John1 Dunbar,[27] a Scottish im-
migrant.[28] Margaret m. (2) Boston 25 April 1717, William Hippy.[29] 
He was probably the William Hippy admitted to the Second Church in 
Boston 22 May 1709.[30]
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